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Remedying ſome Defects in the Act made in the 


L Seventeenth Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty 
Gronck the Second, entitled, « An Act to amend 
| « and make more effectual the Laws relating to 
PA «© Rogues, Vagabonds, and other idle and diſorderly 


«-Perſons, and to Houſes of Correction: 


AND 
To enable the Court of Aſſie and General Quarter Seſſons 
to iſſue Proceſs on Recognizances and Fines eſtreated, and 
to prevent fraudulent Returns by Sheriffs Officers, 
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HEADS OF A BILL 


FOR p 


Remedying ſome Defects in the AF made in 


the ſeventeenth Year of the Reign of bis 

late Majeſty GEORGE the Second, entitled, 

« An Act to amend and make more effec- 

t tual the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- 

«© bonds, and other idle and diſorderly Per- 
„ ſons, and to Houſes of Correction. 

EREAS great abuſes exiſt in- conveyi 
WF . orie . to another, by Bn. pew. | 


ſons who are not rogues, or vagabonds ; or in convey 
ing ſuch perſons, who are rogues and vagabonds, 


without complying with the directions of the ſtatute of 
the ſeventeenth of the late King George the Second, 
entitled, An Act to amend. and make more effectual 
the Laws relating to Rogues and Vagabonds, and 
other idle and diſorderly Perſons, and to Houſes of 
Correction; which ſaid Act directs, that ſuch perſons 
only ſhall be conveyed by a paſs, under the hand and 
ſeal of a juſtice of the peace, who have been firſt pub- 
licly whipt, or confined in the Houſe of Correction. 
For remedy thereof, be it enacted by the King's moſt 
excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 


this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That when any juſtice of the peace ſhall 


order to be conveyed, by a paſs under hand and ſeal, . 
any rogue, or vagabond, according to the proviſions 
of the Act of the ſeventeenth of George the Second 


-aforeſaid, ſuch rogue or — ſhall be either publicly 


whipt, 


2 V 

whipt, or ſent to the Houſe of Correction, there to re- 
main until the next General or Quarter Seſſions, or 
for any leſs time, as fuch juſtiet of the peace ſhall think 
proper, provided that ſuch leſs time ſhall be at the leaſt for 
the ſpace of ſeven days: and that ſuch juſtice of the peace 
Hall certify, in the paſs by which ſtich perſon ſhall be ordered 


to be conveyed, that he has been 8 publicly whipt, or 
e 


Confined in the Houſe of Correctio i for at aft the ſpace of ſeven 


= Provided alſo, that no perſon ſhall be ſo whipt or 


impriſoned, or conveyed as a rogue or vagabond, who 


ſhall not have committed an act of vagrancy within the 
true intent and meaning of the ſaid Act of the ſeven- 
teenth of George the Second, or of an Act paſſed in the 
fourth year of the reign of James the Firſt, entitled, 
An Act for the du Execution of divers Laws and 
Statutes '- heretofore made againſt Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, and Sturdy Beggars, and- other lewd and idle 
Perſons; and who ſhall have been convicted thereof. 
Provided alſo, and be it further enafted, That no re- 
ward ſhall be paid to any conſtable, vr other perſon, for 
apprehending any rogue or vagabond, -who-ſhall not 
Have been convicted and puniſhed as hereby directed, 
and whoſe conviction ſhall have betn recorded at the 
Quarter Seffions. ox Yep „ e 
And be it Farther enacted, by the authority 
Aforeſsid, That any of his Majeſty's judges, at the 
Affrꝛes, or any juſticè of the peace, upon a recommen- 
dation from ſuch judge, certified to ſueh juſtice, and 
the juſtiees at the General or Quarter Seſſtons, is and 
are hereby empowered to order, whenever they think 
oper, any eonvict, upon his diſcharge from priſon, 
to he conveyed by paſs under hand and ſeal, in manner 
and form directed, by the aforeſaid Act of the feven- 
teenth of George the Second, as a rogue and a vaga- 


bond, 
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band, according to the proviſions of the ſaid act. And 
the judge, juſtice, or juſtices aforeſaid, is or are alſo 
empowered ta convey by paſs, any perſon who ſhall be 
acquitted at the Afſizes, or General or Quarter Seſſions, 
who ſhall himſelf, or any other perſon. in his behalf, 
apply to the court whereof he has been. acquitted, to he 
conveyed as aforeſaid. And the judge, juſtice, ar juſtices. 
aforeſaid, ſhall certify in ſuch paſs, that the perſon ſo 
conveyed was a convict diſcharged from priſon, or a 
perſon acquitted at the Aſſizes or Seſſions, as the caſe 
may be; and ſuch convict, or 1 acquitted, ſhall Pay. 
no fee whatever for ſuch pals. 


And whereas, the preſent made of | conveying 
vagrants in the cuſtody of a conſtable, is frequently in- 


| ſufficient from the miſconduct and negligence of con- 


ſtables: be it therefore enacted, by the authority afore- 
faid, That the juſtices of the peace at the General or 
Quarter Seſſions, held for any county, riding, diviſiony 
corporation, or franchife, ſhall be empowered te order 
that all ro gues and vagabends, apprehended in their 
refpective counties, ridings, diviſions, corporations, 
or franchiſes, and who are ordered to be conyeyed by 


pafs, ſhall be conveyed by the maſter of the Houſe 


of Correction, or his ſeryants, or by a conſtable, as ſuch 
juſtices ſhall think proper; and ſuch juſtices ſbll alſo be 
empowered to order, if they think proper, that all conſtables to 
auhom rogues or vagabonds brought from another county, riding, 
divifion, corporation, or franchiſe, are delivered, ſball forth- 
with convey ſuch rogues and vagabongs to the neargſi Houſe 
of e. in their county, riding, diviſian, corporation, 
ranchiſe, to be afterwards forwarded wo lg er of the 

10 25 of Correction, or his ſeruamt as uforgſaid, and ac- 
cording to the provi ifions of the 3 of — 7 George 


the Second aforeſaid. 


And be it further enacted, by the authority 
2 2 aforeſaid, 


1 


aforeſaid, that the juſtices of the peace of any county, 


riding, city, borough, town corporate, diviſion, or 


liberty, ſhall and may, at the General or Quarter 


Seſſions of the peace, from time to time, limit, appoint, 
and direct what rates and allowances per mile, or other- 
wiſe, ſhall be made, for the paſſing, conveying, or main- 
taining of rogues, vagabonds, or incorrigible rogues, 
to be paſſed or conveyed as aforeſaid; and may likewiſe 
make ſuch other orders, rules, and directions, for the 
more regular proceeding or acting therein, within their 
reſpective limits and juriſdictions, as they in their diſ- 
cretion ſhall think proper; which rates, allowances, 
orders, rules, and directions, ſhall, from time to time, 
be obſerved and ſubmitted to, by all juſtices of the 
peace, conſtables, officers, and other perſons, within 
the ſaid limits and juriſdictions reſpectively. - 


Whereas ſoldiers, diſcharged, travelling from one 
Place to another, are permitted to beg by a certifi- 
cate- from their officers or the Secretary of War; and 
that mariners or ſeafaring men, diſcharged, are in like 
manner licenſed to beg by ſome teſtimonial or writing 
under the hand and ſeal of a juſtice of the peace: And 
whereas ſuch permiſſion to beg is highly injurious and 


detrimental; be it therefore enacted, by the authority 


aforeſaid, That for the future all ſuch certificates and 
teſtimonials ſhall be abſolutely null and void; and that 
every ſoldier and mariner diſcharged, and every other 
perſon wandering abroad and begging, ſhall be deemed 
a rogue and vagabond, within the meaning of the ſta- 
tute of the ſeventeenth of George the Second aforeſaid. 


And whereas it may ſometimes be neceflary to 
defray the expences of ſoldiers and mariners tra- 
velling to their reſpective homes, or to places where 
they are likely to be engaged in ſervice or employ- 
ment; be it therefore enacted, by the authority 
| | aforeſaid, 
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aforeſaid, That if any ſoldier or mariner ſhall apply to 
any of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, and ſhall 
ſhew to ſuch juſtice a reaſonable cauſe why he 
ſhould travel to ſome diſtant part of the kingdom, 
ſuch juſtice may, if he thinks proper, grant a cer- 
tificate, under his hand and ſeal, to ſuch ſoldier or. 
mariner, with the time and place inſerted when and 
where ſuch certificate was granted; which certificate 
ſhall be directed to the conſtables of the pariſh or 
townſhip, in whichſuch certificate is granted; and ſuch 
ſoldier or mariner ſhall take ſuch certificate to one of 
the conſtables of that pariſh or townſhip, and the place 
to which ſuch ſoldier or mariner is going in.the ſame 
county or riding ; but if it is not in the ſame county or 
riding, the conſtable ſhall allow a ſum not exceeding} 
one penny for every mile between that pariſh and- 
the neareſt pariſh in the next county or riding, 
through which ſuch ſoldier or mariner muſt pals, 
taking a receipt from ſuch ſoldier or. mariner for 
the ſame; and ſuch ſoldier or mariner, as ſoon.as he. 
enters the next county or riding, ſhall, without delay, 


repair to ſome juſtice in that county or riding, to 


whom he ſhall ſhew his certificate, which ſuch 
juſtice ſhall ſubſcribe with his name, and ſhall add 
the time and place when and where it is ſo ſubſcribed, 
and ſuch ſoldier or mariner ſhall take the certificate. 
ſo ſigned to ſome one of the conſtables of that 
pariſh or townſhip, who ſhall allow a ſum not ex- 
ceeding one penny, for every mile ſuch ſoldier or 
mariner has neceſſarily travelled, or ſhall have occa- 
ſion to travel in that county or riding, taking a 
receipt for the ſame; and ſo, in like manner, from one 
county or riding to another, till ſuch ſoldier or ma- 
riner arrives at the place to which he was travelling; 
provided that no juſtice in another county. or riding; 
ſhall be obliged to ſign ſuch certificate, unleſs it ap- 


pears that ſuch ſoldier or mariner has travelled at the 
rate 


— IE 
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rate of miles for every whole day Ane 
the certificate was granted, or laſt figned ; or unleſs 
ſuch ſoldier or mariner ſhall aſſign ſome good reaſon 
for ſuch delay, to be approved of by ſuch juſtice. The 
certificate may be in the form and . following; 


viz. 


To the Conflables of the Pariſh or Townſhip of or my 


one of them. 

_ T hereby certify that it is neceſſary that the bearer, = B. 

ſoldier (or mariner 455 ſhould travel from | 
to 


in this, county oft in this 
county (or in the county of at the public 
 expeace, I therefore direct that you abs _ at the rate of 
rs» ig Wee from 
For to the neareſt pariſh i in the next county ) 
Given under” my hand, this day 


And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the high and chief conſtable ſhall pay 
to the petty conſtable all ſuch monies as he ſhall have 
paid td ſuch ſoldiers or mariners upon producing 
their receipts, taking from the ſaid petty conſtable 
his receipt for the ſame; and the ſaid high or chief 
conſtable ſhall be allowed the ſame 4 the treaſurer of 
the county or riding, on his paſſing his accounts, upon 
his giving up ſuch receipts, and giving his own receipt 
for the ſame to ſuch treaſurer; and the juſtices at the 
General or Quarter Seffions ſhall allow the ſame to 
ſuch treaſurer in his accounts, upon his prodvcing and 
delivering up the vouchers aforeſaid. And in cafe any 
high or chief conſtable ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay 
the ſaid petty conſtable the monies ſo advanced by 
him, on demand, it ſhall and may be lawful for any 
Juſtice, or juſtices of the peace, by warrant under 


hand and feal, to levy double the ſum advanced by 


fuch my conſtable, by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods 
. 


| 
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of ſuch high or chief conſtable, and thereout to allow 
the ſaid petty conſtable the ſum ſo advanced, and 
ſuch other recompence for his trouble, loſs of time, 


and expences, as the ſaid juſtice or juſtices ſhall 
think fit; and the overplus, if any, ſhall be returned 


to ſuch high or chief conſtable upon demand. 


Whereas ſeveral idle and diforderly perſons, by 
their wilful default and neglect, permit their wives 
and children to become chargeable to their reſpective 


pariſhes: And whereas other perſons ſpend their 


earnings in an idle and diſſolute manner, and will not 
allow a proper maintenance to their wives and chil- 
dren out of ſuch earnings, which tends very much to 


encourage vice and immorality, and occaſions a very 
great burthen to their reſpective pariſhes : Be it 


therefore enacted, That if it ſhould appear to a juſtice, 
upon a complaint, that a poor perſon is able and 
willing to work, but wants employment, ſuch juſtice 
may order the overſeer of the poor to procure him 
maintenance and employment: or if ſuch perſon ſhall 
appear to be an idle and diſorderly perſon, and has not 
uſed proper means to get employment; or that he is 
able to work, but by his neglect of work, or for want 
of ſeeking employment, or by ſpending his money in 
alehouſes, or places of bad repute, doth not maintain 


| his wife or children, he ſhall be confidercd as an idle 


and diſorderly perſon, and be ſubject to ſuch punith- 


ment as directed by the ſtatute ſeventeenth George 


the Second. 
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To enable the Court of Aſſize, and General 
Quarter Seffions, to iſſue Proceſs and Re- 
. cognizapces and Fines eſireated; and to 


7 


. prevent. fraudulent Returns by Sheriffs 
FFV 


' THEREAS the preſent mode of proceeding bx 
4 proceſs from the Exchequer on recognizances 
and fines eſtreated from the Court of Aſſize, Oyer 
and Terminer or Gaol Delivery, or General Quar- 
ter Seſſions, is attended with very great delay, and the 
purpoſe of eſtreating ſuch recognizance is in a great 
meaſure defeated, as the puniſhment does not fall 
on offenders till many years after the offence com- 
mitted: And whereas very many and great abuſes are 
practiſed by Sheriffs Officers fraudently returning, non 
gi inventus, or nulla bona, inſtead of levying the fines 
forfeited by diſtreſs and ſale, which entirely defeats the 
end of juſtice, and is attended with ſerious inconveni- 
ence in the adminiſtration thereof: 


Be it therefore enacted by the King's Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 
the ſame, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Court of Aſſize, Oyer and Terminer or Gaol Delivery, 
and the Court of General Quarter Seffions,, to either 
of which courts any recognizance ſhall be returned, or 
by either of which courts any fine ſhall have been im- 
poſed, to iſſue proceſs for levying the ſum or ſums 


forfeited, or fine or fines impoſed, by diſtreſs and ſale, 
| by 


LJ 


by an officer or officers to be by ſuch reſpective courts 
appointed; and the ſum or ſums ſo levied ſhall be ac- 
counted for by ſuch officer to the Sheriff, and be re- 
turned by him into the Exchequer, or to the grantee 
or patentee that might otherwiſe be entitled to the 


ſame. | 
| Provided always, That no ſuch diſtreſs ſhall be made 
till after days notice of ſuch proceſs being 


iſſued be given to the party or parties whoſe goods and 
chattels ſhall be ſo ordered to be diſtrained and fold, 
or left at his or their place of abode ; but if, before the 
expiration of the ſaid * days, the ſum or ſums 
ſo forfeited, or fine or fines ſo impoſed, ſhall not be 
paid, or notice be given by the party or parties of his 
or their intention to appeal againſt ſuch orders reſpec- 
tively to the next Aſſizes, Oyer and Terminer or Gaol 
Delivery, or Quarter Seſſions, then ſuch diſtreſs and 
ſale ſhall be made as aforeſaid. ö 


Provided alſo, That all ſums to be levied on recog- 
nizances forfeited and fines impoſed, when the cauſe of 
complaint ſhall have been for the relief of any pariſh, 
__ townſhip, or hamlet, ſhall be applied, under the di- 
| rection of the judge or juſtices, for the relief of ſuch. 
pariſh, townſhip, or hamlet, in ſuch manner as he or 
they ſhall order and direct, and ſhall not be returned 
into the Exchequer; any law or ſtatute to the contrary 
thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. -_ 2 


Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend to any 
fine to be impoſed under the general Highway Act; 
but that the ſame ſhall be continued to be paid to 
the ſurveyor of ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or hamlet, in 
the ſame manner as by the ſaid AQ is directed. 
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